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of the Citieof Ext Ts x, I. C. wiſheth 
the felicitie of both Worlds : Grace in 
this life , and glorie in 
the next. 


0 Here preſent Vntoyour view, what 
Co was firit meditated by your appoint- 
A ment:it had nener beene penned but 
> ſor you, and therefore it doth of 
right appertayne Vnto you, I confeſſe 
that at the time s the delinerie hereof,the weake- 
neſſe of my memorie was ſuch as neuer before I had 
experience of in a Pulpit , by reaſon whereof I 0- 
ner-ſlipped many things, And that was one ſpecial 
motine that made me the more willing to commit 
it to the Preſſe,that what was purpoſed and pen- 
ned to be preached,but through debilitie of memo- 
rie was not Vttered with the mouth , and there- 


fore could not be heard with the eare,might yet at 


length be ſeene with the eye. If this poore labour 
A of 


The Epiſtle Dedicatorie. 

of mine ſhall finde entertaynement with you, as a 
teſtimonie of my thankefulneſſe for your vndeſer- 
ned kindneſſe towards me, and of that reſþeFine 
loue arid louing reſþeF I beare you : and if it may 
be a meanes of the leaſt good Þnto any Chriſtian 
ſoule into whoſe hands it Rat come,l haue enough. 

And thus I commend you to God, beſeeching 

him to Keepe you by his power through - 

faith Þnto ſaluation ; and will 


for ener reſt 


Yours in all Chriſtian dutie, 


Ioun Comrns., 
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Lvxe 17. 15,16, 17, 18, 
- Is, 4nudoneof them, Ko a he [aw that he was healed tur- 
wedbacke, andwith aloud voice praiſed Gol, © + 

16. And fell downe on his face at his feete, and gane him 
thankes, and he was a Samaritane, 

I7. And ieſus anſweredand ſaid, are there wot ten clean- 
ſed? but where are the nine ? 

18. There are none found that returned to giue God 
praiſe, ſauc this Stranger. | 


Þ Hen Satan that old Serpent had Rung our 

firſt Parents, and in them had poyſened all 

f their poſteritie; ſo that mankinde had re- 

cciued ſuch a deepe and deſperate wound, 

as that it paſſed the skill and power of all 

the Angels of heauen, and all the Crea- 

tures on earth to heale the ſame:it pleaſed the great * Phy. , Mat.g.12. 
ficion of the world, to come downe (vnſent for by woun. 

ded man) from the height of heauen to the earth below,to 

curethis (otherwiſe) incurable ſpirituall ſore ofthe Sons 

of men : that as they who were bitten with fierie Serpents 

in the dayes of Moſes, were preſerued aliue by looking vp= 

on that fierie brazen Serpent, which © Moſes made and fr Num.21.8,9. 
ypon a you by the commandement of God, o all of thoſe 

that had a ſpiritual eye of faith to looke ypon this true bra. 

zen Serpent (who was lifted vp, not only on the Croſſe, 1b» 3-14 
but alſo by the preaching of the Goſpel) might not periſh, | 
but haue life euerlafting. And during the time of his con- 
tinuance here on earth, for the healing of mankindes grie- 

A3 uous 


Marke 5.26. | 


Thankfulneſſe 
the heauenly 
Phyſicions fee. 


The thankefull Samaritane._P, 


vous wound, he wrought alſo many miraculous cures on 
them that were diſcaſed with bodily infirmities:he opened 
the eyes of the blinde,ſo that they were able to ſee;and the 
cares of the deafe, ſo that they were able to heare : he loo- 
ſed the ſtrings of the tongues of the dumbe , ſo that they 
were able to ſpeake ; and ſtrengthened the feete and ancle 
bones of the lame, ſo that they were able to walke : he re- 
buked the feauers, and they left thoſe who were ficke of 
them; and healed the bloudie ifſue , whereof the woman 
could not be made whole, but (as one Evangeliſt hath ad- 
ded) became mxch worſe, though ſhee had ſuffered many 
things of many Phyſicions, and had ſpent all that ſhce had : fi- 
nally, he cleanſed the Lepers, as here in the Storie whence 
the Text is taken, 

Now, as the earthly Phyficion muſt haue his fee when he 
hath finiſhed his cure ; ſo is there a fee due ynto, and expe- 
Red of this heavenly Phyſicion.Doenotthinke that liluer 
and gold , or any worldly pelfe is the feewhich he wilbbe 
beſt pleaſed withall: No, no; its a matter of lefle coſt to 
thee, yet of more acceptance with him; hee lookes to haue 
thankes for his paines, that is his fee;yet hath he cured ma- 
ny that hauc norpaid him : here were ten Lepers cleanſed, 
and bur one of them turned backe, and praiſed God, and gaue 
him thankes. And therefore might hee iuſtly complaine of 
the deteſtable ingratitude of the other nine, that hauing 
wrought on them ſo great a cure, yet was denyed by thera 


ſo ſmall a fee. | 
J The thankfulnefſe 


1 The event of the 
miraculous healing of one, 


of thoſe Lepers, viz. /2 The ingratitude 
In this portion of | RE of ne. 
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and the other nine vathankfull Iewes, were bodily, that are 


we al ſpiritually, to wit,infeed with the leprofie of finne: 

its a diſeaſc hereditarie, wherwith we are all poſſeſſed eyen 

from our conception and birth, He was a Saint that confeſ- Pſal.51.5, 
ſed himſelfe to be conceiued and borne a finner :and (if we 

will belecue S, Auſtine) he did in that confeſſion take ypon Sujrepit David 
himſelfe the perſon of all mankinde : fo that all that ever per/ovam gene- 
deſcended trom Adam, by the ordinarie courſe of naturall '* ji: 
generation, are infeed with an in-bred ſpirituall leprofie AS 
as ſoone as ever they are conceiued in the wombe : and it 

may truely be ſaid of them all, that they were ouer-ſpred 

with the darkneſle of finne, even while their Mother kept 

them warme in her wombe , before they came forth to ſee 

the light of the world;and were dead in finne and wicked-. 

ode bebere euer they drew the breath of life in the world: 

and that they were no ſooner naturally conceiued men, 

but they were alſo concciued ſpiritually leprous men : and 

that they receiued life and finne in one moment, the firſt 

from God their juſt Creator,the other from Adam their fin- 

full Progenitor. The Apoſile doth plainly auouch ſo much, 

when as he ſaith, that in Adam all hae finned : How ? but Rom.y.12,16,19 
by drawing from him guiltinefle of nature, and corruption 

ot nature. Firſt, guiltineſle, becauſe all tang charged with 

Adams diſobedience in the firſt moment of their concepti- 

on,as if ithad beene their ownezthat being iuſtly laid vpon 

the poſteritie, which he that was the common head ofthem 

all did commit, or which they committed in him, being 0- 

riginally in his loynes: for as the Author to the Hebrewes 

ſaith, that Lew paid tithes in Abraham, becauſe he was Jet wn Heb.7.9,10, 
the loynes of bis Father, when CMelchiſedec met him; cucn ſo 

the guilt of Adams diſobedience is made his childrens, that 

then were in his loynes,and thence proceeded by ordinary 


- generation: and by reaſon of this guiltineſle they are all 


lyable to cemporall and eternall death, according to the. 


 ® threatning of God, and by nature the children of wrath, a Gen.2.17. 


according to the Þ ſaying of the Apoſtle , and damned be- b Bpbeſ.2-3- 
fore they be borne ,' according to the ſpeech of an ancient 
Divine.Neithes doth the off-/pring of Adamftand charged 

only 


Why the ſinne 
of narure is 
r:rmed Origi- 


nall. 


2 Rexel.21. 27» 


Sec Lenit.13. 


Chriſt alone 

cleanſeth the 
ſpiricuall le- 

profie, 
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only with the guiltineſlſe of his diſobedience , but thereis 
alſo ſecondly, corruption derived vnto them; and that not 
by example or imitation only (as the Pelagians erroniouſ- 
ly maintayned) but by generation & propagation;where- 
by their whole nature, ſoule & body, is altogether defiled, 
and diſpoſed only to euill, not to any thing whichis good, 
This in-bredleproſie of originall contagion, breakes forth 
into arunning leproſie of aQuall tranſgreſſion in the chil- 
dren of Adam: forits termed by the name of original! fnne, 
not only becauſe it is 4b or5g1ne,cucr lince the fall of Adam: 
nor only becauſe it is cam origine, bred in euery man in the 
wombe,and brought with him intothe world:bur alſo be- 
cauſe it is origo, the bitter roote of all the accurſed fruits, 
the poyſoned fountayne of all the filthy and noyſome 
ſtreames of aQuall finnes, Thus are we all Lepers, and vne 
lefle we be cleanſed, ſhall for euer be excluded our of the 
heauenly Ieruſalem (into * which »o vncleane thing ſhall e- 


er enter ) & eternally ſeparated from the | ar of God, 


and ſocictie of glorious Angels and bleſſed Saints, as the | 


Lepers in the time of the Law muſt dwell alone,andnot be 
admitted into the companie of thoſe that were cleane. 
Wil you know then how and by whom you may be made 
cleane againe, and ſo eſcape that moſt fearefall and-finfell 
excluſion and ſeparation ? Surely,he which healed this One 
ſpoken of ia the Text, together with his ze companions, 


and none but he,is able to cleanſe ys:he alone is the Phyſi- 


cion, and his bloud only is the medicine that can cure our 
fick,and poyſoned,and wounded ſoules, although there be 
wothing in vs but wounds, aud ſwelling, aud ſores full of corrnp- 
tion, from the ſole of the foot, vntothe head; and though we be 
dyed with a crimſon and <karlet leprofic of finne;yer being 
waſhed by him, we ſhall be cleane exerywhit.and be made 4s 
white a4 woell , yea, whiter then the ſnow in Sab:0n. The Ce» 
remoniall cleanſing of the Lepers in the Law , was a moſt 
excellent and liuely repreſenration of this purging of our 
ny vncleancneſfe by Chriſt, who was the Þ body, the 
bftance,and the truth of all Legall ſhaddowes and facri- 
fices whatſocuer, The Ceremonial! cleanſing was on this 
manner : 


Pr a——_y ey OO 1 


- Pe oe mum rg ry PIR iO 1 


The thankefull Samaritane_, 


manner : the leprcus perſon mutt be ſprinkled with the bloud 

of a © ſl.1%e Sparrow wherem alsue Sp -rrow had been dipped. Now, * Lmit.14. 
what elſe was ſignified by that bloud, but the bloud of Chrifi? 

What elſe repreſented by the flare Sparrow, but the manhood 

of Chriſt which was ſlaine and offered a ſacrifice for fin? What 

elſe ſhaddowed by the /me Sparrow dipped in the blond , but the 

Godhead of Chriſt which could not be flaine?yet being perſo- 

nally vnited and conioyned to the manhood, was (as it were ) 

dipped in the bloud thereof, & ſo gaue vertue vnto that bloud 

to purge finne, fith that by reaſon of this vaion it became ac- 
counted(as the ® Apollle cals it)thg blond of God, becauſe it was a Ads 20.28, 
indeed the Þ blowd of Teſs Chrift the Sonne of God, which cleanſeth Þ 1.1obn 1.7. 
vs from all ſinne.So is Chriſt (in an Allegorie) the good Sama- 

Titane, who yoluntarily :o#r»eyed from heauen to earth, to cure Reade Luke 
vs poore, wounded, & robbed ſoules, from whom the ſpiritual] 19-39. &c. 
Theeues had taken away that rayment of rightcouſneſle and 
holinefſe , wherewith Almightie Godin the creation adorned 
vs : he ſaw vs with a pittifull eye of tender compaſſion, he came 
vnto vs by his Incarnation, he put wine and oyle ito our wonnds 
by amoſt gracious infuſion, he ſer vs 01 hes owne beaſt,and bare 
vs ont his owne backe by his moſt bitter paſsion, he brought vs 
fo the common [nne of the Church by cfteCtuall vocation,and he 
departing out of the world by his glorious Aſcenſion, commit. 
ted vs tothe Miniſters of the Word with a folemne iniunttion, 
to take care of v5,and rocks ont his two pence, his two Teftaments, 
his two Sacraments,his two great Commandements,his Word 
and his Sacraments, which are the ordinarie meanes vnto ſal. 
uation:and finally he promiſed to recompence the faithfull and 
carcfull Stewards of his houſe at his comming agame, witha 
large remuneration, He is the © Lambe ſlaine fromthe foundation « Revel.13.8. 
of the world; 4 The Lambe of God which takgth away the ſinnes of d lobn \.9, 
the world; © The Lambe w:thoxt ſpot and without blemiſh, by whoſe E 1,Pet.1.19, 
precious blend we areredeemed, and * whoſe bloud ſpeaketh b:tter £ ych.12.24. 
things then the bloud of Abel, In a word,as the Lepers here were 
healed by his power , ſo can our ſpiritua!l leprofie be cleanſed 
only by his bloud. O then the vaſpeakeable greatnefle of the 
admirable loue of a moſt mercifull Sauiour and a moſt compal=- 
ſionate Phyſicion , who willingly was content ( when there 
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was no other remedie left) to be wounded himſclfe that we by 
- a Eſays35. bis * ſires & wounds might be healed.to lay down&his OWBC 
IPet-2-24 lifz, and ro vader-goe a molt curſed and ignominious death, 
f that we might liue a moſt bleſſed and glorious life: to ſhed his 
q owne heart-bloud, and to tufferthe torments of hell, that we 
might be ſaued from cuerlalting deſtruction, & enioy the plea- 
b 10h 15.13. ſures of heauen, Gre <ter lowe then thus bath no may (laithdChriſt 
himſelf):hat a man lay down his life for his jriecs,No gre. ter Icue? 
Why, bleſſed Sauiour , thou thy ({clfe did ſhew greater loue 
then this, in dying for vs,not being thy trieuds,but thy evemtes, 
c See Rom. asthy owne © Apoſtle witnefſeth. True indeed: iris tie higheſt 
8.10. pitch of mans loue, when one friend layeth downe his lite for 
Chriſt» homo another ; bur thou, ſweer Jeſws , being not a meere man , but 
vers, 108 bomo more then a man,cuen God and Man both,didſt commend and 
a ſer forth thy loue beyond the loue that man can ſhew,in giuing 
thy {elfe vnto the death for vs thy ſinfull encmies : thy loue is a 
tranſcendent loue,ſurpaſsing the greateſt degree of the loue of 
man. Shall not the conſideration of this loue (beloued Chriſti. 
ans) make vs to bethinke with our ſclues, and to aske with the 
Pſal.116+ Plalmiſt, What reward we ſrall render, and what fee we ſhall pay 
ynto him who out of his free loue vato vs hath done and ſvtte- 
red ſo mitch for ys ? Surely , hee expects at our hands the ſame 
fee which was paid him by one of the healed Lepets, namely, 
That we ſhould returne vnto him, and fall downe before him, and 
worſhip him, and 9 ine him thankes. If we looke into the practice 
of the Saints of God, we ſhall finde that they haue cuer beene 
carefull in the performance hercof. When $S, /ohn had ſpoken of 
d Rexcl.t. 5,6, the 4 waſhing from ſinnes m the bloud of Chrilt, he preſently inter- 
poſeth a thankefgiuing, before he had ended his record of the 
e Peckinsin gracious works of Chriſt for his Church, © as it were interrupe 
Locum ting himſelfe, for the great defire he had to the glorie of God : 
he would procced no further till he had giuen thankes ; To him 
(faith he) be glovie and dominion for ener and euer, Amen, Our Ins 
are a leprofie; and Chriſt -s the Phyficion; and his bloud is the 
phyſicke ; and the waſhing of ys from fines jn his bloud, is the 
making of vs cleane againe by the merit of his ſuff-1ings; and 
thankfulneſle is the fee which with $, /o#z we mult readily and 


willugly, and cheerefully giue vato him that hath healed vs, 
So 
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So likewiſe 2 S. Paul ſpeaking of himſclfe 15 of a ſpirieuall Le- a 1.Tim. 1.13, 
per, cuen a H.;ſpemer and a p-riecuter, and conſidering the ris 19,116,417: 
ches of God) mercy ui recetuing him into tau-ur and pardo- 
ning all his ſinnes ; breakes our forthwith into thankeſgiuing, 

'w onto the King etern Ill ({aith he) immonrt »{1, inmſible, the 0n- 
ly wiſe God, be honor and glorie for ener and ever, eAmen, Inlike 
manner doth theÞ Pſalnniſt fing, Praiſe the Lord,O my ſ2ule, ard > Phl. :03. r, 
all that is within m? praiſe hs holy name. Praiſe the Lord, O my %3»Oc+ 
ſonle, and forget not all his benefits, which forgiueth all thy fizacs, 
and healeth all thine infirmities. The practice of thoſe ſeruancs 
of God muſt bee our patterne, by them mult wee learne to bee 
thankfull yrto God, and to expreſſe our thankefulneſle by < li. c 2.cor.g.15, 
uing henceforth net to onr ſelues , but unto him which dycd for ws 
and roſe againe: and by 4 glorifying him in onr body , rnd incur di.Cor.6.19,25 
ſpirit, fith that we ave not our owne, but his, who bought vs with the 
price of his ewne blond : and by © p.1ſſing the time of onr ſoiomning e 1,Pet.1.17, 
herein feare , for as much as we were not redeemed with corruptible 18419. x 
things, as ilucr and gold, but with the prectom bloud of Chriſt, as of 
a Lambe withont blemiſh ana witbont ſpot, Thus have we ſeene, 
that we are all infeQed with the leproſie of finne , that we are 
cleanſed only by the bloud of Chriſt , and that wee owe him 
thanks for our cleanhing, and finaily, that we ſhould be careſuil 
to pay him, as did the oxe ſpoken of in the Text: of whom we 
come now more pertinently and more particularly to diſcourſe, 

eAnd or of them, ec, Wee reade in the precedent verſes of The number 
the cleanting of ten, but we reade in the Text of the returning of che godly 
of one alone, to glorific God and to gize Jeſns thankes : yet mee * A 
thinks this 0e may afford yato vs two profitable obſeruations, 
Firſt, That few of many come to Chriſt; That the wicked doe 
in number exceede the good ; That the Dragon hath more fol. 
lowers then the Lamb;The Deuill more retayners then Chriſt, 
Loc here among ten the Prince of this world is attended on 
by »t7e, and the Prince of peace but with one, Well therctore 
m1ghr our Saviour call his ſheepe f uupdy aoiuyior, 4 little flocke : f Luke ltgs, 
well might God by his Prophet terme thoſe whorn he had re= ; 
ſerued ro himſelfe,in the general corruption among the Iewes, 
g a ſmall remnant ; a teath or tithing part ; as here we ſee Chriſt g Eliprg. 
had no more but the tenth. And well might the Church breake Þ £/9 6413, - 
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out into apirtifull complaint of her ſmall number , and fay, 
2 Micah.7.1. *Woe us me, for 1 am as when they hane gathered the ſummer frmits, 
| as the grape-gleanings of the Vintage , there 1s no cluſter to eate. 
b Matth.13.3. The Þ Parable of the Sower and the Seede propounded and ex- 
Oc pounded by our Sau:our,confirmeth the truth of the point ob- 
ſerued : for among much ſtonie and more thornie, there is bur 
little good ground : Many heare not the Word of the King. 
dome, and among the Hearers there are many ſorts of bad;and 
| but one good. Wherefore it remayneth vndoubredly true,that 
c Matt.22.14. © f:warecheſen, though many be called. 1 grant indeede that if 
Eecleſacbriſti WE conſider the Church of Chriſt per/e, in it ſelfe, withour re- 
mul'a eft per ſe ſpect or compariſon, its a multitude innumerable, a locke ex. 
conſiderata,pn- ceeding great, and they that ſhall be ſaued,are a number num- 
-"=9 108007 ol _ berlefle : the Scripture ſaith ſ@ much, Rexel.7.9. Matth,8.11, 
IRA qui per- E/ay 60. 2,4+ &c. but if we compare the Church of Chriſt with 
eunt muttitud;- the Synagogue of Satan, the good with the bad, the Ele& 
zem,Brentin with the Reprobate, them that fhall be ſaued, with thoſe thar 
LuC-13, periſh ; How little is Chrifts flocke ? How few ſhall be ſaued? 
| Take a familiar inſtance for the illuſtration hereof : A thouſand 
is init ſelfe a good round number, but being compared with 
many hundreds of Millions, it ſeemes almoſt to be no number 
at all; ſo likewiſe , thoſe that ſhall be ſaucd, are in themſclues 
exceeding many , but compared with the multitude of thoſe 
that periſh, they are indeede exceeding few, I ſhut vp the iu= 
ſifying of the obſeruation with the ſpeech of our Saviour, who 
d Mat7-13.14 was the truth it ſelfe and neuer ſpake alye; 4 Wide zx the gate, 
and broad is the way that leadeth to deſtruttion, ar, d many there bs 
whish goe inthereat , but ſtran is the gate, and narrow 15 the way 
which leadeth unto life, and few there be that finde it, And ſo from 
the explication of the point obſerued, I deſcend to the appli- 

cation of it. | 
Multitude no We ſee then how well, how ill rather , our Aduerſaries the 
truenotcof Papiſts, doe make Multitude a true note and marke of the rrue 
= wa Church of Chriſt : as though that Religion mwit needs be true, 
_—_ which is profeſſed and embraced by the moſt. Indeede where 
many ioyne in the truth, there is the true Church; bur nor for 
the manies ſake but for the truths ſake. Is it not a filly kinde 


of Popiſh reaſoning to ſay,#/e bane a great multitude of 81h ps, 
an 
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and Kings, and Cardinals, and Doftors, &c. on our fide , and you 
Proteftants haue but oneor two Princes Cc. therfore is our Church 
the true one, andour Religion the ſound one ? tor why, Pagans and 
Mahometans doc in number farre exceede the Chriftians :ſhall 
| we therefore conclude that to be the truth which is protefled, 
embraced, and followed by them ? I crow not. Haue there not 
alwayes beene more Idolaters then orthodox Profeſſors ? Did 
not * Elyah and ſome few thouſands worſhip the Lord of a 1.Kjngs 195 
Hoſts, when as the moſt part bowed the knees vnto Baal? was 
notd righteous Noe with his ſmall number ſaued, when the reſt b 2.Pet.2.7, 
were diſobedient and periſhed in the waters? were there not 
ten here cleanſed, & bur one that returned to giue God thawks? 
yet I hope a Papilt dare not denie, that the greateſt of thoſe 
numbers were the worſt, and the 1malleſt the beſt : wherefore 
the multitude of Profeſſors is not an argument of the truth of 
the Religion profeſſed, 

Againe, weſee, how thoſe men come within the compaſſe The multi:ude 
of a jult reproofe, that in matters of belicfe and practice will not cobe tul- + 
conforme themſclues to the greateſt part: and will defend all 19w<d- 
courſes which they affe& or vnder-take by the example of a 
multitude. Our Fathers (ſay they) were ot this Religion, they 
embraced ſuch and ſuch opinions : the beſt, and the wileſt, and 
the greateſt, and che richett men thinke thus and thus, practiſe 
this and that :and why ſhould not we thinke and doe lo like- 
Wiſe? Alas, beluued,doe not the more part walke in the broad 
- way that lzadeth to deſtruction ? Are we not torbidden to fol- 
low a © mr?rituge to doe emill ? Is not the ſmalleſt number com- c Exod.23.2. 
monly the beſt ? if we be tranſgrefſors cogether with others, 
ſhall we not be 4 d-/troyed together with them?Shal our torments d P/al.z7.38. 
be the lefſ» in hel!,it we gee chither with the generalitie,or our” 
ijoyes be the lefſ- in heauen,if we walke thither witha few? no, 
no; for he de'/zrueth, no lefle puniſhment thar killeth an inno- 
cent accompainyed *vith others, then he that doth it alone: and 
a nan enctureth no lefſe paine it he burne with many , then he 
ſhoul:i with few. Wherefore it is a corrupt choſe if wee haue 
followed the moſt rather then the beſt, and ioyned our ſelues 
tothe great rather then to the good : for the moſt may beleeue 
a matter which 'nath no ſoundnefle in it, and may follow a 
courſe which hath no holineſſe in it, In 
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In a third place we ſee, what reafon we haue to harken vnto 

a Luke 13.24, that counſcll and exhortation of our Sauiour,® Srruve ro ent -r 15 
at the ſtrait gate. In our journey towards heauen, we mult ob. 

ſerue a rigint contrarie courte trom that which we take in our 


? earthly toarneyes : for in our trauailes on earth wee k« epe the 


broad beaten way, but in trauailing to heaucn we mult walke 
in the narroweſt path, In our iourneyes here, it1s good wiſe- 
dometo goe with the moſt company; but in iournying to hea« 
uen, it is ſafeſt and ſureſt to goc with the fewelt, Its tar better 
to rerurne vnto Chriſt with oze, then to goe away from him 
with »mze. Wherefore let vs ſhake off ſecuritic and carelefncſle, 
becauſe the greater part ſhall periſh : and the fewer there are 
b AMatt.t1-12- that ſhall be faued, the more Þ violence let the Kingdome of be4- 
; #en ſuffer, and the greater let the care of vs all be, that we may 

; be ſome of them, And thus much for the firſt point, 
Chriſt will bid A ſecond obſeruation which I draw from this Ove, that re- 
e007 turned to giue Chriſt thankes, is this : That if but «xe among 
come al alone, Many ſhall come yoro Chriſt, and truly turne to him, even that 
| one ſhall be ſureto finde a moſt kinde and gracious welcome. 
Let »me cleanſed Lepers refuſe ro turne backe to giue glorie 
ynto God, yet if the texth ſhall come, Chriſt will cntertayne 


c Genz7, him lovingly. If there be but one righteous © Noe amongſt 
d Gea.tg, themotf che old world : but one iuſt 4 Lot amongſt all the So. 
e loſhs.  Adomirtes : but one faithfull © Rahab amongit the inhabitants 


f 1.Kjags 18, of Iericho : bur one good /oſeph in Egypt: but one good f O- 

g Ibid.verſ22, badrah in all »Ahabs Court: but one $ E/4s a Prophet of the 

> Lord, amongſt foure hundred and fiftie prophets of Baal : but 

h 1.Kings22. one h Michaiah amongſt foure hundred flattering prophets : 

i lobn 7. but one i Nicodemus amonglt all thetn that fate in counlell a- 

gainſt Chri't: yer will God alwayes haue regard to that one; 

and will ſurely prouide and take care for him. There is /oy (faith 

k Lik-15-7.10 Our £ Sauiour) inthe preſence of the Angels of God, euen for but 
one ſinner that repenteth and conuerteth, | 

The eui'l fa- This ſecond obſcruartion ſerueth for a twofold yſc : Firſt, to 


| ſhion of the condemne ſuch as keepe themſelues backe from the perfor-. 


world, muſt nce of good dueties, becauſe the flat contrarie is practiſed 


ore 6M by the moſt part of men. I could be content to beſtow my Be- 


ingof good. nefices freely (faith a Patrone) but I ſcethe common _ 
| an 
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and puiſe of Patrons is to make the moſt of them, & why ſhould 
I only put away mine for nothing? I willtherefore take what is 
offered me by ſuch a man, and buy my ſelte three or foure faire 
ſuircs to braue it out with the beſt at the Afiſes. I could finde 
in my heart(taith a luke-warme Profeſlor)to ſanQifie the Sab. 
bath, to heare and repeate Sermons, to pray with my Familie, 
to put no money to V{urie,to reſtore the things I have wrong- 
fully gorren, to {peake thetruth,and not to coozen rvy Neigh. 
bour,&c. but I ſee the faſhion of the world 1s otherwite, and I 
am loth to goe alone. Alas, alas, beloued, ſhall Chriſt inuire 
vs {0 lovingly to © come vnto him, and will hee bid vs heartily a Matt.11.28 
welcome though we come alone, and yet ſhall we abſent our 
{elues becauſe other men will not goe with vs ? Olet not the 
cuſtome of the world ia practifing wickednefle,derayne vs any 
longer from comming vnto Chriſt, and following of good- 
neſle! | 
In a ſecond place this DoAtrine ſerueth for a fingular conſo- 
lation vnto the children of God. who ſometimes perhaps may 
be diſcouraged, becauſe they walke (as it were) in 'vntroden 
paths, and lecme (as Þ Eias thought himſelfe) ro be left alone, y, Kings 19. 
f hauing many difſwaders and tew encouragers,many labouring 10, 14. 
to pull them backward , and few prouoking conſtantly to goe 
forward : let them comtort themſelues with this,thar they ſhal 
be welcomed by <_hriltt,chough they come all alone vrto him, 
Let (uch cheere vp their drooping hearts, with that comfor- 
| table ſpeech of our Sauiour,s H'mthat commeth to me,l caft not c lom6.37. 
| away, Obferucir well, chat Chiift ſaith nor in cheplurall num- 
ber, Them that come th me, as if he would accept of none but 
| ſuch as come with commauiez but in the ſingular, Him that 
ecmmeth, as noting that be will welcome cucn one that comes 
alone. Wherefore though wee fee the moſt part of the world 
to goe backe from Chriſt; yer it the queſtion be pur to vs asit 
waz to the 4 tweluc, If i{/ yee aljo goe away? let vs fay with S. d Jobs 667,68 
Peter, Lord, to whom; ſhail we goe ? thou haſt the w-rds of eternall 
life , theretore though all men foriake thee, yet will T neuer 
lerne thee. Aud ler our reſolution be the ſame that /o/buaes 
; was, *What goxs ſoruer ether men ſerne, yet I and my hoaſewill e loſh.14.15. 
| ſerne the Lord, Let others follow what lewd courſes ſoeuer 
| N | they 
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T he thankefull Samaritane_; 
they will, yet will I continue on in a gracious courſe, and then 
I ſhall be (ure of a glorious end. Finally , let vs reioJue thus 


with the Leper in the Text, Let my nine companions be va- 
gratcefull vnte him that hath heale them, yer rather chen I will 


proue vnthankefull too , I will leaue them all, and turae backe _ 


alone to praiſe God, and giue bm thankes, And thus much tor 
the ſecond point, Ir followes in the Text, 

And be was a Samaritane.| In thoſe wordes the Euangeli(t 
doth 2 taxe the deteſtable vnthankfulneſle of the reſt that were 
healed, by comparing one with nine, and a Samaritane with a 
Iew. For hereby is their horrible ingratitude aggrauated, that 
they being nine, and this but one; they being lewes, and this 
a Samaritane;yet he alone performed the dutic which he owed 
for his cleanſing, 

Hence I oblerue this point of Define, That the Religion 
and holinefle of the meaner & more ignorant ſort, aggrauates 
the prophanenefle and lewdnefle of the greater and more lear- 
ned ſort. As here, the thankefulnefle of one Samaritane,ſerues 
to make the ynthankefulneſſe of nine Tewes the greater and 
more odious. Ss ſoall the men of Name (as our Þ Saviour ſaid) 
and the Dneen of the Semthriſe vp iniudgement 1g ainſt the Scribes 
and Phariſees , and (by their example) condemne them, becauſe 
they (who neuer heaxd of the truc God) repented at the preach. 


ing of Jonas; and ſhee (who was not brought vp in the {choole 


of Chriſt) came from the vimoſt parts of the earth, tohearethe 
wiſedome of Salomon ; but the Scribes and Phariſees and people 


_ of the Iewes, repented not at the preaching of Chriſt ; who 


© Romy. 27. 


d Matt.19. 28. 
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was greater then [onas, and retuſed to heare him who was the 
chicfe. Doctor, the Prince of Prophets, and greater then Salre 
mon. And ſo doth the < Apollile ſay, that the wncircume:fron 
which 1s by natare, if it keepe the Law , ſpall indge (that is, con- 
demne) thoſe which by the letter and circumcrfion are tranigreſ- 
ſers of the Law, I finde allo that the Apoſtles and Saints are 
ſaid in4 Scripture to be thoſe, that ſhall (it vpon T hrones,indging 
the twelue Tribes of Iſrael, and the whole world ; not onely be. 
.cauſe they are members of Chriſt the Tudge, nor onely becauſe 
they ſhall approve of the ſentence pronounced by Chriſt, and 
ſubſcribe to his iudgement;but alſo (as © Interpreters expound 


it) 
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it) becauſe their faith, pictie, feare of God , good conſcience, 
and integritie of life , ſhall take away all excuſe from the wic- 
ked;eucnasitis f ſaid of Noe, that by his faith he condemned 
the world.So did the faith of the Centurion, who was a Gentile; 
and the beliefe and repentance of the Publicanes and FHarlors, 
aggrauate the Infidelitie and impenitencie of the people of the 
Iewes ; in that there was 8 found greater faith ( cuen ſo great, 
that Chriſt as he was man, wondered at it) in the Centurion, 
then in Iſrael; and becauſe the Þ Publicanes and the Harlots 
beleened Tohn, but the Prieſts and Elders, and the people of the 
Iewes were not moued with repentance afterward, that they 
might beleeuc him, This poineneedes no further proofe ror 
any larger amplification. | 
I beſeech you now (Right Honorable, Right Worſhipfull, 
and all dearely beloued Chriſtians) ſuffer the wordes of exhor- 


f Heb.,1 E»7. 


g Matth.$, 10. 


h Matib.11. 
31,32, 


tation, O let it be the care of you all to out-ſtrip others in They that &e 


goodneſle, as you goc beyond them in greatneſle: to excell 0- 
thers in grace, as you are aboue them in place : to out-runne 0- 
thers in the conſcionable practice of religious duties, as you 
arc farre before them in worldly dignities : and to be richer 
then others in good workes, as you are richer then _ in the 
goods of the world, Giuenot, O giue not Chriſt juſt cauſe 
thus to vpbraid and complaine of you, The Samaritane better 
then the lew, I baue nt found ſo great faith in Iſrael as in a Cen- 
tarion : that is (as I now apply it) the Magiſtrates whom I 
haue placed in a high ſeate, are.,not ſo religious as the vulgar 
ſort : I hauenot found ſo much holinefle , ſuch conſcionable 
obedience in the Knights and Gentlemen, as I haue in the pain- 
full Husbandmen : the poore labouring man that lives by his 
daily worke, he ſerueth and honoreth me, but the Knights and 
Gentlemen ſpend their time in Hunting & Hawking, in Dice- 
ing and Carding, in Whoring and Carowhing , and have caſt 
oft the yoke of my Commandements from themſelues, and 
will not live in obedience to my Law :the poore Artificer that 
hath nothing bur his hands to helpe himſelfe, hee hath more 
knowledge,and walketh more vprightly before me, then doth 


| therich man who hath abundance of wealth, of lands, and li- 
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vings in poſſeſſion: the ignorant people who know not a letter 

in the Booke,are more zealous and more holy in their conuer- 

ſation, then the great Scholers and the famous Preachers ; the 

Mechanicall man is a better Chriſtian then the Merchant man : 

_ the Major, the Iuttices, and the Aldermen, &c. doe not liue ſo 

piouſly, ſo righteouſly , ſo ſoberly, as rhe poore Apprentices 

doe: the Seruing-man doth feare and ſerue me better then his 

Maſter doth, and the Waiting-maide better then her Miſtris. 

O letnot Chriſt (1 ſay once againe) haue caule thus to ſpeake 

and complaine of you ! Let not the poorer,the meaner,and the 

more vnlearned people take away heauen from you:and thoſe 

whom you ſcorne, to haue accounted your equalls, let it be a 

ſhame voto you that they ſhould be your Superiors in the beſt 

things, and that you ſhould come behinde them in godlineſſe, 

A worker of Yet one thing more I ebſerue from this Samaritane (where- 
pprequlacts in I mult be very briefe, as alſo in all the reſt, becauſe the time 
with Chriſt, of Will not give Jeaue to ſpeake largely of all: ) namely this, That 
what Nation thoſe who come to Chriſt and are workers of rightcouineſle, 
ſocuer hebe. ſhall be accepted with him, of what Countrie or condicion ſo- 
cuer they be. As here wee ſee that this one which returned to 

glorifie God, was not reiected of Chriſt, though he were a Sa- 

maritane, The holy Scripture doth in ſundrie places confirme 
a Rom.2.ir. the truth of this point: for we reade that 2 there z no reſpedt of 
b Gal.z.29, perſens with God, and*that in Chriſt [eſus Þ there 15 netther Tew 
| nor Grecian, Samaritane nor Scythian; there is neither bond nor 
c Als 10.35. free, mal? nor female : © but in eurry Nation he that feareth God 


and worketh righteouſneſſe,tsacceptea with him, as S. Peter tels vs; + 


& 1.lobz 3.25. and wholocuecr 4 doth reghteouſly, is borne of him, as S. lohn wit= 
neſſeth, Chriſt himfelfe hath ſpoken with his own mouth, with- 
out exception of Nation , without exception of Age, without 
exception of Sexe, without exception of Eſtate, without ex» 

e 1093637. ception of Degree, without any exception at all, that he © ca- 

| fteth not away any one that commeth unto him. Let vs make vic of 
this point allo, 

Comfort for What a ſingular conſolation doth this Dofrine miniſter to 

poore Chri= all thoſe that are truely religious, working righteouſnefle and 

fttans, worſhipping the Lord in Spirit and Truth ! Suppoſe that my 
e 
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be poore, and haue bur a ſmall pittance of worldly things: ſay 
they be baſe, and hauc no earthly dignities : admir they want 
that comely proportion of body which others have, and thar 
externall beautie ro make them gracious and louely in the eyes 
of men : grant that they be delpiſed and nothing eſteemed a- 
mong men : let them be compaſled with miſeries on eucry fide: 
yet may they cheere yp their hearts, and ſay, Though my out- 
ward cpofles and afflictions be'to many, and though they were 
a thouſand times more, yet doth God efteeme mee neuer the 
leſſe, yet haucIthe King of heauen- for my Father, Chriſt Ieſus 
for my Brother, the blefled Angels for my Attendants,and the 
Kingdome of heauen for my inheritance, Let men contemne 
meander meat novght, yet he that reieted not the Samari=- 

_tane which returned to giue him thankes, will not caſt away 
me which am his {eruant. 

Moreouer, this Doctrine ſerueth for an inftruction or admo- Outward re- 
nition, to the Great, Noble, Wiſe, and Wealthy ones of the {pets make 
world, Let not ſuch perſwade themſclues or beare themlelues pier 
in hand, that their Greatnefle, their Riches, their Honor, their 3.44 ow” 
Poſlcefſions,their deepe Learning,or any worldly refpe&t what- 
ſocuer, can procure the tauour of God and make them accep= 
table to him. For vnleſſe the Honorable perſon do honor God; 
vuleſſe they which are terined Right Worſhipfull, bee right 
worſhippers of God; vnleſſe they which abound in worldly 
wealth, doc abound in faith, in knowledge, in loue, and in o- | 
ther good graces; vnleſle they a walke before God and be vpright, a Gen17.r. 
as eAbrabam was commanded to doe ynlefle they be workers 
of rightcouſneſſe, and truely thankefull voto God as was this 
Samaritane,ſurely,howſoeuer they be highly eſteemed among 
men, yet are they abominable in the hight of God, 

And thus from ſhewing you what this cleanſed perſon was, 

I come to ſhew you what hedid ; viz. Firlt, he ſaw that he was 
healed, that is, he conſidered with himſelte what a great bleſ- 
fing the Lord had beſtowed ypon him, in that he was cleanſed 
from his leprohie, Secondly, He turned backs. Thirdly, He praie 
ſed God with a loud voice. Fourthly, He fell dewne on bis face at 


Jeſus feete. Fiftly, He gane Chriſt thankes. 
0 Now 
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What the $a- Now the praRiice of this Samaritane is here recorded for our 
waritane did, imitation , that wee likewiſe ſhould not ſuffer the benefits of 
ey God to flip out of our mindes, but ſhould renew; the memorie 
ought to per- Of them by a ferious conſideration and meditation of the ſame, 
forme. that ſo we may be ſtirred vp to give thanks vnto the ® Father of 
a lem.1.17. lights,from whom enery good gining,and enery perfelt gift commeth 
' downeasS,lames ſpeaketh. And ſurely,more then thanks God 
expecteth not for the greateſt bleſsings that ever he beſtowed: 

b Pſal. 5o. 14, it is his command that wee ſhould Þ call vpon him in the day of 
15223-  Ttronble,anditis his promiſe that he will deliuer vs; and it is his 
expectation that we ſhould offer hin prajſe & glorifie bis name. 

O then how vnkind are we if we render lefſe, when as God re. 

quireth no more ? Hezekiah was a wiſe King, yet he played bur 

c 2.Chro,zz,25 a fooliſh part, in that © he did not render according to the reward 
beſtowed pen him:and what followed vpon his vnthankfulnes ? 

Wrath((aith the Text)came vpon him,and vpon Indah and leruſa- 

lem Beloued Chriſtians,there is no Nation or people vnder the 

Sun,that haue more need to be ſtirred vp to the performance of 

this dutie of thankfulneſſe, then the Tnhabirants of this our I. 

land, vpon whom God hath heaped ſo many and fo excellent 

bleſsings. How hath he magnified his goodneſle towards this 

whole Land, inthe rayſing vp,and wonderfull preſeruation of 

that famous Princeſle of bleſſed memorie, Q. Elizabeth, who 

was an inſtrument of much good and happines vnto this King- 

- Anno 1588, dome? Did he not make the Sea in her dayes, to fight againft 
the ſuperſtitious Spaniard , fo that winde and water ouercame 

that inuincible Armie, prepared for our deſtruQon, and that in 

® Treat.to ſuchſort,that the*Popiſh relator hereof conteſſed ingenuouſly, 
Mendoza. thatGod himſelfe in that ſea-fi ght ſhewed himſeltfe a very Lu- 
therane,and meere Proteſtant > What miraculous deliuerances 

hath he wrought for our gracious Soueraigne King lames,from 

the conſpiracic of Gowrie , and from that bloudie-intended 

Maſſacre by Gun-powder? What peace and plentie doth our 

Land enioy, through the bleſſing of God? Hath henor alſo be- 

towed vpon this nation, the ineſtimable peatle of his holy and 

heaucnly Word? Is not his glorious Goſpell rruely, fincerely, 


& plenrifully preached among ys,vnder the peaceable gouern- 
"ment 


. : \ 


The thankefull Samaritane_., 


ment of a moſt religious Prince,ſo that wemay come to Church 


in peace, and hearc in peace, (> O heppie eyer andearerof ours!) b Matrye, 
and returne home in peace; that we may come in our ſlippers, 17. 


and fit on our Cuſhions ? Hath not God diſpelled from hence 
the darke miſts of Popiſh ſuperſtition, and planted true Reli- 
gion among vs? Moreover, that my ſpeech may be ſomewhat - 
tramed to the time; haue not you of this Citie,taſted many of 
the bleſſings of God ? Are you not met heere in great ſolemni. 
ry at this preſent, in remembrance of the deliverance, which 
God wrought for your Citie, inthe dayes of King Edward the 
ſixth, from thoſe Rebels who inuaded it, and twice burned the 
gates thereof, yet could not winne it, becauſe God was on the 
Cities fide, againſt them who roſe vp againſtit ? You can re. 


member the burning of your © neighbour-Townes, whenas < Tiverton & 
your Citie hath hitherto beene preſcrued, and your houſes and Columbron. 


goods haue not beene conſumed with fire; the plague hath nor 
for theſe many yeeres, come neere your dwellings. And be- 
ſides the abundance of temporall bleſſings , which you enioy, 
God hath alſo ſtirred vp the hearts of dreligious men,to beſtow 
a perpetuall maintenance for a preaching-Miniſter amongſt 


d Door Bod-. 


you, that your ſoules may be fed with the wholeſome food of Maſter Mo- 
his heauenly Word. Let vsdeſcend yet lower, and weigh with gridge. 


our ſelues, the great bleſſings that God hath beſtowed vpon 
v8 in particular; he hath giuen vs a being, and to our being hee 
hath added life, which he hath denied to ones : to our life he 
hath added ſenſe, which he hath denied to plants : to our ſenſe 
he hath added reaſon, which he hath denied to beaſts ; he hath 
made ys Chriſtians, not Heathens ; -Proteſtants, and not Pa- 
piſts : he hath giuen vs eyes to ſee withall , when as others are 
blinde ; earcs to heare withall, when as others are dcafe ; 
tongues to fpeake withall , when as others are dumbe; feete 
to walke withall, when as others are lame ; health, when as 
others are in ſickneile ; wealth, when as others are in pouertie z 
meate to cate, and clothes to put on, when as others are pinch- 
ed with famine and nakcednefle ; libertie and freedome, when 
as others are priſoners and in bondage : he hath beſtowed gra- 
ces ypon ys, and the mcancs of grace ; hee hath giuen vs afſſu- 
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rance of ourele&jon, and of his loue: -In a word, hee hath be. 
Rowed ypon vs, whatſoeuer good:thing weeenioy, either for 
ſoule pr/bodic'; hee hath giuen vs his owne Sonne , the Foun- 
taige of all happinefle. And now, what doth the Lord expe 
at our hands, but that confidering how good he hath beene vn. 
to vs, wee ſhould turne ynto him\, and with heart and voice, 
glorific his holy Name, and-( with the Samaritane ) fall downe 
before him, and worſhip him, and{giue him thankes ? Wee are 
molt accurſed creatures, if we anſwere not this expeQation of 
God ; forthen as our Sauiour vpbraided the vathankfull Ci- 
ties,ih which 1#/t of his great workes were done, and crycd , Woe 


vnto them; and laid, thatit ſhould be eaſier at the day of Iudge- 


ment,for other Cities, wherein ſuch great worke: had not beene 
done,then for them: ſo likewiſe a woe and a turſe hangs ouer 
our head,if we proue ynthankfull vnto God, and it ſhall be ca. 
fier at the day of Tudgement for other Lands, for other Cities, 
for other men and women, ypon whom God hathnot beſtowed 


ſo many bleſſings, thenfor England, then for Exeter , then for 


vs heere preſent, who have received fo much from God , and 
yet will not doe {& much as to giue him thankes forall, O let 
vs remember, that there are three preatthings , which follow 
one another: 1, mgentia beneficia, 2. ingentia peccata, 2. in- 
gentes pee: great benefits abuſed doe occaſion great ſinnes, 
and great ſ{innes will pull downe great and heauie iudgements 
and puniſhments, And thus much briefly of what the Samari- 
tanedid. It followeth in the Text. 
eAretherenot tencleanſed?&'c.] Here we haue Chriſts com- 
plaint of the ingratitude-of Nine, and his approbation of the 
thankfulneſle of One, We reade that all the ten Lepers began 
well , for they all belecued , they all prayed, they all obeyed 
Chrilt ; but their end was not an{werable, for nine of them ac- 
knowledged not the benefit of God in their cleanſing,and but 
One only was thankefull, and continued faithfull ynte the end. 
Hence we learne, That the proceedings and endings of ma. 


ny men are ynlike their beginnings; as here the Lepers, while | 


they had their grieuous diſeaſe, came vnto Chriſt and prayed 


him to have mercy onthem,but when their turnes were {erued, 


they 
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they forgot and refuſed to giue him thankes that had healed 
them. Not vnlike many in theſe dayes, who in the time of ſick. 
neſle are readie to pray ynto God , andto promile better obe. 
dience if it would pleaſe the Lord to reſtore their health a« 
gaine; but when God hath granted what they deſired, they 
torget to render (as Hezekiah allo did) according to the bene. 
firs beſtowed vpon them, * Returnng with the Dogge to their 
owne vomit , and with the Sow that was waſhed, to their wallowing 
inthemre, ſo that the latter end is worſe wuh themthenthe begin- 
»ing. But ſurely, it had bcene better for men neuer to haue re- 
cejued, then not to haucrendred; wewer to haue knowne the 
way of righteonſnefſe, then after they hane kyowne it, to turne from 
the holy Commandements of God, 

Wherefore (bcloucd Chriſtians) let ys be exhorted and ex- 
cited conſtantly to goe on and perteuerc vnto the end, knows 
ing that it is not ſufficient to begin to runne well, and to faint 


2.Chrox, 32, 25; 


a 2.Pet, 2, 30, 
21, 22, 


in the midft of the race , to Þ pat our handtothe plongh, and af- b Luke g.62. 


terward to /ooke backe, as our Sauiour ſpeaketh. Ir is he that 
endureth to the end which ſhall be ſaued, as the Samaritane 
here who continued thankefull , heard to his great comfort 
from Chriſt; that together with the healiug of bis body, he had 
alſo abtaynedthe cleanſing and faluation of. his foule, I con- 


clude therefore with the exhortation of the Apoſtle, Let vs not Gal.6.9. 


be wearie mwell doing: for in ane ſeaſon we ſhallreapegif we faint not. 


. Bleſſed Lord, without whom we can neither begin nor con- 
tinue in well doing,ecnable vs to doe what thou haſt comman. 
ded, that we may be ſureto finde what thou haſt promiſed , e- 
uen peace of conſcience in this life , and endleſſe happineſle in, 


that which is to come, through Teſus Chriſt our only Sauiour: 


To whom with thee , O Father, and the bleſſed Spirit, be ho-= 
nor, and glorie, and dominion, and thankſgiving , henceforth 
and for cuermore, Amer. 


Laus Chriſto neſcia fins, 


